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"I intended to buy you a house at your favorite summer resort, also.
I had the Kyoto buildings at Tanaka, which you had turned over
to me, put in good condition, preserving the original features as much
as possible. Didn't you stay there one summer with Okiku? If you want
to go there again, it's ready at any time."

"You must be making a lot of money these days, Takamaro."

"Fortunately, during the Chinese War, I accepted some government
orders for small arms and coal That put me on the right track. When
the war was over, I found that the Sumitomo fortune had more than
doubled the amount left me by my foster father. I was glad to have
added something to the family fortune."

"I can imagine your feelings. Our father was proud of Brother
Tokudaiji, and of you, but he was worried about me."

"He would be proud of you, if he had lived this long and had seen
your political advancement. It is now the general opinion that you'll
be Genro Ito's successor."

"Huh, Ito and I get along better than Ito and General Katsura, per-
haps. The general and I served together twice in Ito's cabinets, Katsura
is an able man. But Ito thinks he is too crafty. In addition, he is allied
closely with Field Marshal Yamagata with whom Ito isn't on good
terms these days. They are all from Choshu, but politically they are
divided."

"Speaking of politics, I heard you and Genro Ito have launched a
campaign to organize a new party* I'd like to help you if I can."

"Takamaro," Saionji said gently but with decision, "I advise you
now never to meddle with politics, directly or indirectly, like those
big financial magnates. But I appreciate your kind intentions."

"Why not?"

"First of all, you are destined to be a businessman* With the capital
you have you will be reasonably successful Secondly, if you become
closely allied with politics, win or lose you will invite public resent-
ment, although at times you may make huge profits out of political
manipulations. I don't think that is profit, that is graft"

"H'm, that sounds logical, brother Saionji."

"I don't mean to preach to you, but that's how I feel about it And
another reason is my relationship to you. If you and I advance fur-
ther in our respective fields, the people will speculate as to what extent
we help each other behind the scenes. As long as I am in politics, I
want you to stay out However, I understand and deeply appreciate